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digressions, from which, however, he always returns with a wealth of 
illustration for his main theme ; and, at times familiar and colloquial, 
he in numerous instances rises to intensely fervent eloquence. There 
is a wonderful vivacity pervading the entire volume, as of one equally 
in close personal relations with the truth and in intimate fraternity 
with those to whom he preaches. The style is scintillating, with no 
sham lustre, but with indigenous gems and brilliants of thought, fancy, 
and imagination ; graceful and flexible, taking on the tone and hue of 
the subject in hand, and forceful to a degree rarely equalled, indicating 
a mind as fresh and quick as it is vigorous, and an easy, confident, 
tenacious grasp of whatever theme he approaches. These are, in the 
highest sense, " sermons for effect," because they were not written for 
effect, but were the outflow of a full, earnest, and loving soul, which 
could not but pour the richness of its own inward life into its portraiture 
of truths dear to it as its own life. 



20. — History of the Church of Christ, in Chronological Tables : a 
Synchronistic View of the Events, Characteristics, and Culture of 
each Period, including the History of Polity, Worship, Literature, 
and Doctrines: together with Two Supplementary Tables upon the 
Church in America; and an Appendix containing the Series of 
Councils, Popes, Patriarchs, and other Bishops, and a Full Index. 
By Henry B. Smith, D. D., Professor in the Union Theological 
Seminary of the City of New York. New York : Charles Scribner 
1859. Folio. Tables 16. pp. 93. 

It is hardly possible to speak adequately of the extent and the value 
of this work to one who has not seen it. Tabular views suggest the 
idea of mere statistics, — the skeleton of history ; here, however, we 
have flesh, sinews, and life. In following one of the leading columns 
— as that of " General Characteristics," " Culture and Literature," or 
" Growth of the Church " — from period to period, we find that we are 
reading what is virtually a connected narrative of unflagging interest ; 
and the first-named of these columns, printed by itself, would furnish 
an admirable resume or introductory manual of Church History. The 
titles of the several columns are, in part, the same throughout the series 
of tables ; in part, multiplied and varied to suit the altered condition of 
the times. These titles are in every instance so selected and arranged as 
to cover the entire ground, and to do equal justice to every department, 
whether of the exterior fortunes or the internal development of the 
Church. We are astonished at the copiousness and minuteness of 
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the details under each head, and we would hazard the assertion, that no 
salient fact or significant phase of opinion or prominent name that might 
be looked for would be sought in vain. The worth of the whole is 
enhanced by that indispensable part of a book of reference, a complete 
Index. In fine, if we could have but a single table-book for consulta- 
tion in this branch of knowledge, we should make choice of Dr. Smith's 
Tables as at once more comprehensive and more easily referred to 
than any other. 



21. — 1. Sketches of New England Divines. By Rkv. D. Sherman. 
New York : Carlton and Porter. 1860. 16mo. pp.443. 

2. Autobiography of Dan Young, a New England Preacher of the 
Olden Time. Edited by W. P. Strickland. New York : Carlton 
and Porter. 1860. 16mo. pp. 380. 

3. The Life of the Rev. Adam Clarke, LL. D., F. A. S., M.B.I. A., 
etc., etc. By J. W. Etheridge, M. A., Doctor in Philosophy, of 
the University of Heidelberg, and Member of the Asiatic Society of 
Paris. New York : Carlton and Porter. 1859. 16mo. pp. 487. 

4. The Christian Lawyer : being a Portraiture of the Life and Char- 
acter of William George Baker. New York : Carlton and Porter. 
1859. 16mo. pp. 320. 

Messrs. Carlton and Porter are busily " building the sepulchres of 
the prophets " of Methodism. The first-named of these works contains 
sketches of several prominent Congregational divines, from John Cotton 
to Dr. Emmons ; but what gives it its peculiar interest and piquancy 
is its narrative of the lives of certain Methodist pioneer preachers, 
such as Jesse Lee, Billy Hibbard, Timothy Merritt, and George Pick- 
ering. They were a class of men well worthy to be commemorated, 
both for their sterling qualities of mind and heart, and for the interest 
that attaches to them as specimens of an extinct race. They were, for 
the most part, men of iron frames and vast powers of effort and endur- 
ance, of strong, sturdy common-sense, and of a zeal which held sacri- 
fice and hardship of no account when incurred in the cause of human 
salvation. Intense and bitter hatred of Calvinism seems the only 
malignant passion they indulged ; while scoffers, gainsayers, and op- 
posers of other creeds and of no creed were in numerous instances 
won to their faith and to a Christian life by the blended courage and 
meekness with which they met assault and persecution. They did 
indeed suffer grievous things from ministers and deacons of " the stand- 
ing order " ; and they were wont to impute to the nominal creed of the 



